
	
	
Dear	James	and	the	Giant	Peach,	Jr.	Advanced	Showcase	actors	and	families,	
	
We	are	so	happy	to	have	you	with	us	this	session!	A	reminder	that	our	class	begins	Saturday,	
September	16th		 from	1:30	PM	–	4:30	PM.	
	
	We	will	rehearse	each	Saturday,	September	16th	and	run	through		
Saturday,		December	2nd				(no	rehearsals	on	November	25th).		
	
Our	wonderfully	talented	pool	of	actors	will	gather	on	Saturday	morning	for	the	first	class,	during	
which	our	Choreographers	Ahmad	Maaty	and	Kendall	Huheey,	our	Music	Director	Jackie	Salvador,	
and	I	will	get	to	know	our	students	through	activities	that	will	help	determine	the	best	placement	
for	each	actor.		
	
These	activities	will	include	movement,	theatre	games,	singing,	and	reading	lines	from	the	play	
(SCRIPT	INFORMATION	IS	INCLUDED	LATER	IN	THIS	PACKET).		

If	students	are	interested	in	being	considered	for	a	solo,	they	should	come	in	prepared	to	
sing	a	short	song	of	their	choice,	a	capella	–	maximum	one	verse	and	one	chorus.	While	we	
would	prefer	to	hear	songs	selected	from	musicals	or	Disney,	it	can	be	a	song	from	the	radio	or	
even	“Happy	Birthday.”	We	want	to	get	a	feel	for	vocal	range,	versatility,	register,	volume	and	
confidence.	There	will	be	many	full-cast	songs	in	the	show,	so	everyone	will	get	a	chance	to	sing,	
but	no	one	will	be	put	on	the	spot	if	they	don’t	wish	to	sing	on	their	own.		We	also	welcome	
students	to	perform	the	speaking	portion	of	their	audition	using	a	British	accent.		Audition	line	
selections	may	be	found	below.	

IF	YOUR	CHILD	CANNOT	ATTEND	CLASS	ON	SEPTEMBER	16th	please	email	us	(mary@afyp.org)	
to	set	up	an	appointment	for	the	timeframe	of	Wednesday,	September	13th	between	3:00pm	–	
6:30pm	or	Friday,	September	15	from	3:00pm-6:00pm.	Videotaped	auditions	are	also	an	option	
(sent	no	later	than	Sunday,	September	17th	by	10:00pm),	but	we	would	prefer	to	see	everyone	
in	person	if	at	all	possible.	

Each	cast	will	perform	three	times	(actors	are	required	to	perform	on	all	days!)	in	the	
TheaterSpace	at	George	Mason	University;	on	Saturday,	December	9th	at	7:30	PM,	Sunday,	
December	10th	at	7:30	PM,	and	Saturday,	December	16th	at	7:30	PM.	

The	cast	will	have	a	final	rehearsal	in	the	performance	space	on	Friday,	December	8th.	
Rehearsal	will	be	in	the	evening	from	6:30-9:30	PM	(additional	details	forthcoming).	
	
	
For	quick	reference,	on	when	actors	must	arrive	for	performance	dates	will	be	included	on	
the	outside	of	the	script	folders	actors	will	receive	on	September	23rd.		We	will	provide	
reminders	and	updates	throughout	the	session.	
	
Actors	will	also	have	another	opportunity	to	perform	at	our	Barnes	&	Noble	Bookfair	event	on	
the	afternoon	of	Sunday,	November	19th.	This	is	not	mandatory	but	gives	everyone	another	
chance	to	perform.	Everyone	is	strongly	encouraged	to	attend.	Schedule	and	additional	details	
will	be	sent	in	early	April.		

	



Information	on	tickets	and	directions	to	venue	and	parking	will	be	sent	home	during	the	
session.	

	

WHEN	YOU	ARRIVE	ON	SATURDAY,	SEPTEMBER	16th,	PLEASE	DO	THE	FOLLOWING:	
-	Arrive	between	1:15-1:25	PM		
	
-	Parents	of	returning	students	or	those	with	no	questions	are	welcome	to	drop	off	your	child	
without	coming	in.	Our	staff	will	meet	you	at	your	car	and	collect	your	information	form	
(below).	New	families,	or	those	with	questions,	please	park	and	walk	your	child	inside	to	
check	them	in	with	our	staff,	and	hand	in	the	information	form	(below).		This	form	will	let	us	
know	any	conflicts	or	special	considerations	you	may	have	for	the	performance	weekend	so	
we	can	factor	in	that	information	while	casting.	Siblings	and	those	carpooling/registering	to	
work	on	the	project	together	will	be	placed	in	the	same	cast.		Please	note	parking	in	our	lot	may	
be	tight,	so	we	will	move	through	this	process	as	quickly	as	possible.	

	

-	Due	to	the	large	cast	size,	unfortunately,	we	won’t	have	room	for	parents	to	stay	and	
observe.	Our	staff	will	be	available	to	answer	any	questions	at	pick-up.		
	
-Students	 should	 bring	 a	 hearty	 snack	 to	 enjoy	 during	 their	 snack	 break.	 We	 cannot	
provide	food	or	drink,	and	request	that	snacks	not	be	shared	due	to	several	food	allergies	among	
the	 cast.	 PLEASE	 DO	 NOT	 SEND	 FOOD	 CONTAINING	 NUTS	 OR	 NUT	 PRODUCTS.	 We	
appreciate	your	help	with	this.	

 
 
For	those	of	you	who	are	new	to	AFYP	or	our	Saturday	classes,	our	classrooms	are	located	at	
4260	Chain	Bridge	Road,	Fairfax,	VA	22030.	Directions	are	included	below.	

 
 If	you	need	to	reach	us,	please	feel	free	to	call	(703)	554-4931.	Our	staff	members	will	be	on					
hand	to	assist	you.	 
 
When	you	arrive	for	4:30	pick	up,	we	ask	that	you	REMAIN	IN	YOUR	CAR	(forming	a	line,	
pull	as	far	down	in	front	of	our	building	as	possible)	and	provide	our	staff	with	your	child’s	
name.	We	will	get	your	child	out	to	your	car	as	quickly	and	safely	as	possible.	Students	will	
bring	home	a	specific	dashboard	name	sign	to	be	displayed	on	subsequent	Saturdays.	 

 
IN	THE	EVENT	OF	INCLEMENT	WEATHER	we	will	send	out	an	email	to	the	addresses	we	have	
on	file	for	your	family	and	post	information	on	our	information	on	our	website	(www.afyp.org),	
Facebook	(Acting	For	Young	People),	and	Twitter	(@AFYP_News)	accounts	(please	Like/Follow	
us	for	updates).	We	will	do	our	best	to	reach	everyone	by	phone,	but	if	you	haven’t	heard	from	
us	and	are	unsure,	please	call	703-554-4931	before	venturing	out.	

We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	all	on	September	16th!	

Warm	Regards,		

Mary	&	the	AFYP	Team	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
DIRECTIONS	TO	AFYP	CLASSROOMS/		
Potomac	Arts	Academy	
(George	Mason	University	Townhouse	Offices)	
4260	Chain	Bridge	Road	
Fairfax,	VA	22030	

 
From	I-66:	Go	South	on	Chain	Bridge	Road	(Route	123),	through	Fairfax	City,	and	make	a	
right	onto	WEST	DRIVE.	

 
From	Braddock	Road/GMU:	Go	North	on	Chain	Bridge	Road	(Route	123)	and	make	a	left	
onto	WEST	DRIVE.	

 
Once	on	WEST,	turn	left	into	the	SECOND	DRIVEWAY.	Drive	toward	the	center	of	the	
complex,	toward	"Building	B".	Make	a	left	turn	and	go	up	slight	hill	until	you	get	to	the	
small	circle.	Pull	up	in	front	of	Building	4260,	where	you	will	see	the	"Potomac	Arts	
Academy"	sign	on	the	outside	of	the	townhouse	building.	

 
Feel	free	to	call	us	at	703-554-4931	if	you	need	any	help.



James and the Giant Peach, Jr. Audition Sides 
Each actor should pick ONE of the following lines for their audition to be performed once, in 
any way they wish. We welcome students to try the line in a British accent, as they may be 
used in the production.  Students may also be given direction by the teachers to perform it 
another way. This does not have to be memorized, but actors should be familiar enough with 
their piece to be confident and perform it loud and proud! 
 
1) There it is!  The first primordial ooze of an inkling that has the potential 
to lead to so many other fan-tas-ma-rifi things!  That bag, right over there, 
contains something remark-u-lous!  Are you willing to reach into the great 
unknown and find out what's inside? 
 
2) My dear, dear foolish boy.  Raise your right hand and repeat after me.  I, 
James whatever Trotter, am a despicable little boy.  And nobody will be 
interested in anything I have to say.  Not ever.  
 
3) Ladies and gentlemen, this is your pilot speaking, we're about to make 
our final descent into New York's JFK International Airport.  To your right 
you'll see the Empire State Building and in front of us, you'll notice a giant 
peach flying directly...towards...us! 
 
4) We're floating! Drifting like this reminds me of my younger 
days!  Traveling on the breezes, not a care in the world!  Nobody to answer 
to but my fiddle.  
 
5) Who's there?  Come here, little ladybug.  Don't be afraid.  I promise I 
won't hurt you.  Come on.  I see you, too, Mr. Grasshopper.  Come with 
us.  This is no place for the two of you.  You can leave any time you want.  I 
can't leave, because...I have no place to go. 
 
7) The most important thing from here on is your aunties.  You do 
everything they ask of you.  Don't talk back, or be a nuisance.  You can't 
ever come back here, James.  You've got a family to take care of you 
now.  Pack your things.  We're gonna have to 'urry if we're gonna make the 
train to Dover.  
 
8) Shouldn't we be there by now?  I'm starving! And I'm so very thirsty!  A 
jaunt to France is one thing, but an oceanic journey?  What are we to drink? 
What are we to eat?  We must eat something or we'll all die!  Or we'll 
sink!  And then we'll drown! 
 

	
	
	



AFYP	FALL	2017	ADVANCED	ACTORS	SHOWCASE	
JAMES	AND	THE	GIANT	PEACH,	JR.	

ACTOR	INFORMATION	FORM	(2	pages)	
 

Parents,	please	print,	complete	(a	separate	form	for	each	actor,	both	pages),	and	submit	on	
Saturday,	September	16th		

 
ACTOR’S	NAME:		 	

 
PARENT’S	NAME:		 	

 
BEST	PHONE	NUMBER	TO	USE:		 	

 
BEST	EMAIL	TO	USE:		 	

 
KNOWN	SCHEDULE	CONFLICTS	(a	reminder	that	all	actors	are	expected	to	attend	
every	rehearsal	from	start	to	finish	and	both	performances):	

 
 
	
MY	CHILD	IS	AVAILABLE	PERFORM	at	the	BARNES	&	NOBLE	BOOKFAIR	event	on		
November	19th.		
	
								Yes												No												Not	Sure	at	this	time	 (Staff	will	check	back	during	session)	

 
	
SHOW	T-SHIRT	SIZE:	
								Youth	Large											Youth	Extra	Large	
								Adult	Small												Adult	Medium	 							 	Adult	Large	____	Adult	X-Large	
																									
	
COSTUME	INFORMATION	–	CURRENT	SIZES:	

 
SHIRT:																																																						 DRESS:																																								SOCKS:	

PANTS:																																																					 SKIRT:																																									SHOE:	

SWEATPANTS:																																						 COAT:



PARENT	&	ACTOR	AGREEMENT:	
It	is	our	goal	to	foster	an	environment	of	professionalism	and	good	sportsmanship.			
Please	keep	the	following	in	mind:	
REHEARSALS	ARE	MANDATORY	

ü Showcases	are	a	fun	and	rewarding	experience,	but	understand	that	this	is	a	big	commitment	and	
others	are	depending	on	you.		

ü You	will	be	given	a	part	in	the	play	and	your	fellow	cast	members	will	be	counting	on	you	to	attend	
EVERY	rehearsal	and	stay	for	the	entire	rehearsal	period.	Late	arrivals	and	early	dismissals	
are	extremely	disruptive	to	our	rehearsal	schedule.	Please	be	on	time	and	ready	to	work	each	
week.	

ü Any	schedule	conflicts	MUST	be	noted	above.	As	we	get	closer	to	the	performances,	the	show	will	
need	to	be	your	priority.	

BEHAVIOR 

ü During	rehearsal,	if	we	are	not	working	on	the	scene	that	you	are	in,	you	are	expected	to	be	working	
on	your	lines	from	the	show	or	observing	quietly.		

ü You	are	expected	to	be	respectful	of	your	fellow	actors	at	all	times.		
ü Please	do	your	show	homework	between	rehearsals!		

EVERY	PART	IS	IMPORTANT	TO	THE	PLAY	
 
Not	everyone	is	going	to	get	the	part	that	he/she	may	want.	Please	be	prepared	for	this.	Casting	is	a	
painstaking	process	and	we	work	very	hard	to	make	sure	everyone	has	something	special	to	do.	The	
directors	will	be	making	the	final	casting	decisions	and	this	will	not	be	negotiable.	Please	remember,	though,	
ALL	parts	are	important	to	the	play	to	make	it	successful.	Your	job	is	to	make	the	most	out	of	the	part	you	
get.	There	are	no	small	parts,	only	small	actors!	

 
STUDENTS,	PLEASE	READ	AND	SIGN:	

 
I	am	excited	to	take	part	in	AFYP’s	Spring	Advanced	Actors	Showcase.	I	understand	that	I	am	fully	
committing	to	rehearsals	on	Saturdays	and	have	checked	my	schedule	for	conflicts.	I	will	be	respectful	of	
my	fellow	
actors,	directors,	and	staff	at	all	times	I	will	be	grateful	for	the	role	I	am	given.	I	am	willing	to	work	hard	
and	do	my	best.	

 
																																																																	Student	Signature		 																																				 	Date	

 
PARENTS,	PLEASE	READ	AND	SIGN:	

 
I	give	my	child	permission	to	participate	in	AFYP’s	Spring	Advanced	Actors	Showcase.	I	know	the	dates	of	
the	rehearsals	and	performances,	and	understand	that	he/she	must	attend	ALL	rehearsals,	unless	prior	
arrangements	have	been	made.	I	will	encourage	my	child	to	work	on	their	lines,	songs	and	dances	between	
rehearsals.	

 
																																																														 	Parent	Signature	 																																				 	_Date	

 
PHOTO/SOCIAL	MEDIA	WAIVER:	
I	give	permission	for	my	child’s	image	to	be	used	on	social	media	(Facebook,	Instagram,	Twitter,	company	
website,	and	in	features	about	AFYP)	for	promotional	purposes.	Please	note	that	children’s	names	are	never	
listed	in	any	type	of	promotional	material.	
YES_______			NO_______		NOTES____________________________________	


